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John M. Hull 

METROPOLITAN COUNCIL 

Jeremy Elrod 
Metro Nashville Councilman, District 26 

5373 Trousdale Drive 
Nashville, Tennessee 37220 

] eremy.Elrod@nashville.gov 

Deputy Commissioner, Real Estate Asset Management (STREAM) 
Tennessee Department of General Services 
William R Snodgrass Tennessee Tower 
312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue 
Nashville, Tennessee 37243 

Matt Yancy 
Deputy Commissioner, Behavioral Health Community Programs 
Tennessee Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (MHSAS) 
500 Deaderick Street 
Nashville, Tennessee 37243 

Dear Deputy Commissioners Hull and Yancy, 

Member of Council 

I wanted to follow-up on the Regional Interventional Program (RIP) facility slated for the Ellington Agricultural 
campus. 

First, I'd like to thank the staff of the Department of MHSAS that attended the annual meeting of the Crieve Hall 
Neighborhood Association on February 22. It was one of the largest annual meetings in the neighborhood 
association's history, and it was a good opportunity to begin more dialogue between the neighborhood and the 
department. 

To continue the dialogue, the Crieve Hall Neighborhood Association (CHNA) Board and I still continue to hear from 
neighbors about what they view as the negative impact of the RIP facility. Everyone universally praises the RIP 
program and how it is a worthwhile program that is needed to help families . They are concerned not only about the 
size, form, and orientation of the RIP facility in this park-like setting, but also about how specific features of the facility 
will impact the homes adjacent to the site. The RIP facility will have the strongest connection to the Crieve Hall 
neighborhood of any of the state buildings on the campus due to its location on Darlington Drive and being directly 
across from residential homes. The RIP facility will be a 15,000 square foot commercial-type 
building with a parking lot inserted among a neighborhood of approximately 2,000 square foot single family homes. 
We understand the Department of .MHSAS desires to locate the RIP facility in a neighborhood, but to do so it still 
must fit into the neighborhood in which it's placed. The CHNA Board has some requests to help integrate the RIP 
facility into the neighborhood. For now, these include: 

• Exterior and parking lot lighting systems that are Dark Skies compliant to limit light pollution to the 
neighborhood. 

• Exterior finishes to complement the building's residential and park setting while avoiding materials such as 
EIFS and exposed CMU. 

• Mechanical equipment be located and/ or shielded to eliminate noise pollution. 

• Reduced parking requirements so that the number of parking spaces is determined by the daily minimum 
number of spots required and not by projections based on larger events or gatherings. 

• Low Impact Development (LID) strategies and other sustainable designs to not only handle stormwater run
off and other issues on a site that is often wet and known to flood, but to also integrate the facility into the 
existing park setting and harmonize the visual impact of building with the existing residential neighborhood. 
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• A community room in the RIP facility that can be used by the neighborhood and local civic groups. 
• Allow the RIP facility's playground to be accessible to the neighborhood with upgraded equipment and 

pedestrian access from the neighborhood. 

Beyond the impact of the RIP facility, we are still concerned about the future of the Ellington Agricultural campus. It 
holds a special place in the Crieve Hall neighborhood and South Nashville, and further development of the campus 
and how the state will use it in the future are still worries for many. To protect the Ellington Agricultural campus, and 
to improve communication and the relationship with the community, we request: 

• Regular meetings and communication with the CHNA board about the Ellington Agricultural campus to 

proactively discuss new construction, changes to the campus, and other issues that may arise. This should 
include a point of contact within state government for the CHNA board to contact whenever necessary. 

• A commitment to protect the remaining open space along Darlington Drive for neighborhood recreation and 
not additional development. 

• Development a long-term plan to document how the Ellington Agricultural campus will be used and 
developed in the future. 

• Improved sound barrier walls for the rooftop equipment at the Cotton Ivy Lab Complex as its operation can 
be heard in neighborhood homes. 

For further dialogue with the neighborhood, I'd like to schedule a neighborhood meeting with the appropriate 
department staff to get more input from the neighborhood as a whole and to share more information about the RIP 
facility with the neighborhood. I can work with Kurt Hippel to set a date, time and place for the neighborhood 
meeting. 

As the project moves forward, Andy Grogan, an architect on the CHNA board, would be an excellent point of contact. 
He is able to discuss our requests in finer detail and greater depth as he is very knowledgeable about current 
construction industry practices and the neighborhood's concerns. Andy has already had preliminary discussions with 
Garry Askew and J.C. Elder of Bauer/ Askew, the facility's architect, and he is willing to have further conversations 
with them and the state's project manager for the RIP facility. He can be reached at ag:ro~an@mzarch.com, 413-204-
7567 (mobile), or 615-256-2880 (office). 

Thank you again for engaging with the neighborhood and the Crieve Hall Neighborhood Association about the 
coming RIP facility on the Ellington Agricultural campus. We were caught off guard when we learned about the facility 
being built, but it's important to have engagement now. 

I look forward to hearing from you and your staffs. I can be contacted at Jeremy.Elrod@nashville.~ov, 615-812-5788, 
or 615-852-7197. 

Jeremy Elrod 

CC: Speaker Beth Harwell 
Representative Jason Powell 
Senator Steve Dickerson 
Garry Askew, Bauer/ Askew 
J.C. Elder, Bauer/ Askew 
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