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Tennessean Questionnaire for Nashville Municipal Candidates:  
Aug. 1, 2019, Election 

 
Thank you for filling out The Tennessean Editorial Board's questionnaire for the 2019 Metro Nashville-Davidson County 
municipal election on Aug. 1. We believe s will help make citizens better informed voters.  
 

 
1. Email address 

a. JeremyElrod26@gmail.com 
 

2. Name 
a. Jeremy Elrod 

 
3. Age 

a. 38 
 

4. Town or city and ZIP code  
a. Nashville, Tennessee 37220 

 
5. Education 

a. Bachelor of Arts - University of Tennessee at Martin 
b. Juris Doctorate - Nashville School of Law 

 
6. Job history * 

a. Currently, I’m an attorney who serves as the Director of Government Relations for the Tennessee 
Municipal Electric Power Association, where I work with state policy makers  and utilities across the 
state. Previously, I worked over a decade at the state legislature mostly dealing with state 
transportation and road safety policy for the House Transportation Committee. My career has been 
focused on improving and investing in vital infrastructure for communities and residents. 

 
7. Family 

a. Married to my wife. We have two four year old sons that start kindergarten at MNPS this fall 
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8. Why are you running for this office? * 

a. I'm running for re-election to continue protecting neighborhoods, making Metro work better, investing 
in our priorities, and dealing with Nashville's traffic and growth. I pledge to continue to always listen to 
my neighbors and their concerns to be their voice on the Metro Council.  Also, I have an old-fashioned 
view and passion that government should serve the people. I want to do everything I can to make sure 
Metro government serves the people and businesses in my district well, that it’s run responsibly and 
responsively, to empower the people I represent to get the services and information they want and 
make sure Metro responds to my constituents’ needs.  In short, to make sure government is working 
well, and that it works for the people of my district and Nashville. 

 
9. What makes you qualified to hold this office and better qualified than your opponent(s)? * 

a. Working to make governments work for its citizens has been my career and passion, and I bring an 
unique combination of skills and experiences that I want to put to work for my neighbors. I’ve spent my 
professional career on transportation, utility, infrastructure, and governance policy at the state and in 
countless local governments across Tennessee. I’ve made significant progress in making changes in 
Metro, and I want to continue that work. I understand where Nashville is as a city right now, how my 
neighbors and many Nashvillians view that city and the changes they want, and what can be done to 
accomplish those changes. During my career, I’ve worked with Democrats and Republicans, liberals and 
conservatives, on big ideas and small ideas. It the responsibility of leaders to work together, put 
personal issues aside, and get to work for the city. I’ve done that the past four years, and I want  to 
continue to do that. Most of all, I want to continue to listen to my neighbors and constituents so I can be 
their voice to Metro government. 

 
10. If you are elected (or re-elected), what are your top 2 to 3 priorities for your new (or next) term in office?  

a. Invest in Schools, Safety and Sidewalks and Make Metro Work Better. Focus on and budget for the 
priorities we want in our city – improving and fully funding our schools, higher paid and better equipped 
police officers and firefighters, and more sidewalks in our neighborhoods. We need to modernize our 
transportation system, revamp Metro departments and procedures, overhaul our city’s economic 
incentives, and overall make Metro government work better for the city we are and the one we’re 
growing to be. 

b. Deal with Traffic and Growth While Protecting Our Neighborhoods. To stay the city we all love to live in, 
Metro has to stop falling behind and must tackle traffic congestion, deal with the effects of Nashville’s 
growth, and protect our neighborhoods. Metro has allowed growth to happen without dealing with its 
effects, so we must invest in the infrastructure, city services, public safety and schools that are impacted 
from our city’s rapid growth. 

c. Listening to My Neighbors. The most important thing a member of the Metro Council can be is 
accessible. People can always contact me anytime about anything with a phone call, a text, an email or a 
Facebook/Twitter/NextDoor message. I am their voice on the Metro Council, and I pledge to continue to 
always listen to my neighbors and their concerns. 

 
 

11. Do you think Nashville is headed in the right direction? Why or why not? * 
a. Parts of it is. In overall growth metrics, Nashville’s economy is doing well with a low unemployment rate 

as most people can find a job if they want one. However, the growth and good in the city has been 
spread out unevenly. What jobs are available? What do they pay? What is the quality of life? How easy 
is it for people to get around town? Do people feel safe in the city, in their neighborhood, on their 
street? Is Metro providing the level of education and public safety that it should? In many of these we 
are lacking, but they aren’t anything we can’t improve or fix.  There is much more good about our city 
right now then there is bad. However, every measurable will eventually trend the wrong way if we don’t 
deal with the effects of growth that are impacting our city’s ability to meet the expectations of 
Nashvillians and provide the city leadership and services they deserve.  
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12. What is your opinion on Nashville's growth and should it be sustained? If so, how? * 

a. The high level of growth is likely unsustainable, but Nashville growing in general should be able to be 
sustained. Every city wants to grow, but it matters how we grow and how we handle it. We aren’t 
handling it well enough right now. We need to make the investments in schools, transportation like 
transit, sidewalks, and neighborhood traffic calming, and public safety. If we don’t make these 
investments, we will be paralyzed by our growth. Just like a business, any city that isn’t growing is going 
in the wrong direction, but we have to have leadership that wants to tackle handling the growth. That’s 
the biggest thing I want to work on for the next four years.  

 
13. In his State of Metro address, Mayor Briley said he wants Nashville to be the most equitable city in America. 

How do we get there and what barriers are holding the city back? * 
a. Generally, it’s it unequal access to opportunities that is the biggest barrier. Too many people are in a 

cycle of poverty, even though they may work several jobs to provide for their family. We need better 
schools for areas of high poverty, with additional services that those children need that other children in 
the city and county may not need. We need to make sure our city’s courts administer fines and fees in a 
way that just doesn’t add to the burden of the poor. Better transit and other city services will help 
people get around the city more cheaply and reduce their cost of living as a car is expense to maintain. 
We need to do more to make sure the growth we incentivize spreads investment in more parts of the 
city. Additionally, when we grant economic incentives, we can’t just count on a rising tide limiting all 
boats. We should see where there are more opportunities to have community benefit agreements to 
help make sure neighbors benefit as much as developers. We must make the purposeful investments as 
a city in schools, public safety, and other city services that should go along with the growth the 
incentives bring.  

 
14. What are you hearing most from voters about what they want you to accomplish, if elected? * 

a. Protect their neighborhood and deal with growth. A neighborhood should grow as the residents in the 
neighborhood want it to, if they want it to. Neighborhoods must be protected against growth they don’t 
want, and in my district many neighborhood streets are seeing cut-through traffic that must be slowed 
down or redirected back to main roads. “Deal with growth” encompasses a lot: make our transportation 
system work better with the increasingly bad traffic congestion, capture more revenue from tourism 
and the city’s visitors, improve our schools, pay our teachers/police officers/firefighters the salaries they 
deserve with the increased demand on them and to attract, add teachers/police officers/firefighters 
that we should be doing with the increase in students, people and buildings, get the Metro budget in 
line, and overall make Metro government work better for residents that live here. 

 
15. What is your position on economic incentives to private companies in the past and in the future? * 

a. The city’s current economic incentive programs and tools should be reexamined and revamped. They 
were put together during the Great Recession, when Nashville wanted any growth that would come our 
way. Now, we can and should be more selective about the growth we want to invest in and the priorities 
we have in the economic development we want to see in the city. Economic incentives have their place 
and purpose, but that purpose should be realigned with the city we are today. Many of the deals done 
ten years ago wouldn’t and shouldn’t be done today. Additionally, we need better metrics on the impact 
of economic incentives to know their true benefits and costs. The best way to make changes is with all 
the information possible. Economic incentives can attract certain industries and companies that spur 
similar companies and investment in the city, which in turn also spur more jobs and opportunities. How 
the city goes about using incentives in the future should be revamped and modernized.  
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16. How involved should the mayor and Metro Council be in governing Metro Nashville Public Schools? * 

a. As involved as legally possible, because all of the city’s leaders need to come together to make our 
schools better and give children a better education. State law doesn’t allow the mayor and council to 
direct how MNPS spends money. MNPS receive their funding from the city, and they get to decide how 
to spend it. Right now, there is little confidence in the current school board as a whole, which results in 
a hesitancy to give them more funding. The mayor should work with the board on an MOU on the 
expectations of the board and the city. The council and the board should work together on how to 
accomplish the shared goal of improving Metro Schools, and how to make significant investments in pay 
for teachers and other support staff, along with other school resources like a text book for every student 
to take home. The mayor, council, schools director, and the board should have regular communications 
to improve their relationship. The school board must make meaningful changes to operate more like a 
body that can function. While there aren’t many legal ways for the mayor and council to be involved in 
the schools beyond appropriating money, I think practical and political necessity require a all-hands-on-
deck to make MNPS better. 

 
17. Do support increasing the property tax rate for Metro Nashville residents? If so, why? If not, why not? * 

a. As of writing this, there are two public plans to raise property taxes. One of them has been public for a 
few weeks, another public for a couple days, with another possibly being made public mere days before 
it’s to be voted on. I am undecided on the plans until I see all of them along with the mayor’s plan that 
doesn’t have a property tax increase. Either way, this is not the way to handle a tax increase. We need 
to do more to capture revenue from tourism, visitors, development and growth, including putting some 
of the money that currently goes into the downtown tourist development zone into the general fund so 
that more of the revenue generated downtown does to the rest of city. We need to approach the state 
legislature about adding more tools to capture tax revenues from tourism and growth. The current 
property tax rate was set incorrectly based on a bad estimate on how much revenue it would bring in, a 
higher than normal number of appeals won at the Board of Equalization, and the anticipated passing of 
the transit plan, which would have moved MTA spending to the transit plan’s dedicated funding and 
freed up that money in the general fund to go to other things like schools and public safety. We also 
have structural issues in our budget due to rising debt costs due to a debt restricting done before I came 
onto the council. I need to see that we have cut everywhere we can in Metro, and done everything we 
can to capture revenue from tourism and growth, before I could support a property tax increase.  

 
18. Although the transit referendum of 2018 failed, how should Metro approach transit and transportation issues 

into the future? 
a. Giving people more transportation options is too important to wait to tackle investing in transit and 

trying to make other options work. To make a significant investments in transit, the city must implement 
dedicated funding that goes to just transit and related services. Otherwise, we will continue to see city 
budgets like the current proposed one where transit invests are lagging because it competes for funding 
with the city’s other priorities. The next mayor and council should examine what a new transit plan 
could look like, with city-wide public feedback. The discussion should also include whether to pay for 
and how to do so. The next mayor should also ask the state and surrounding counties to be partners in a 
larger transit plan, otherwise it may not be successful. A smaller plan may be the next step, but the 
public needs to be involved with crafting it.  
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19. What is your position on the future of scooters in Nashville? * 

a. The future of scooters is, and always has been, up to Nashville. With the city’s increasing traffic 
congestion, particularly downtown, we need to examine multiple options to reduce the number of cars. 
Scooters could be an option that would help with that, but there are too many on the streets (and 
sidewalks), with no enforcement, lacking bike infrastructure, and no culture of using them correctly. 
Metro is also not using any of the tools the current regulations give it to reduce the number of scooters. 
A scooter ban is coming unless the number of scooters are significantly reduced, there is effective and 
visible enforcement, and the scooter companies paying for it. The current pilot project needs to be 
significantly revamped or scrapped completely. An RFP process that limits the number of companies and 
scooters, puts in place high permit fees to make scooter companies pay for the program, establishes 
enforcement that will work, requires significant commitments from the companies for corals and 
education, and other tools and regulations to give Metro flexibility to implement all of it to hopefully 
make scooters work. The number of scooters should at least be reduced dramatically as soon as 
possible, while a ban on scooters is certainly still possible if things can’t come together to make them 
work. 

 
20. How should Nashville address the affordable housing scarcity? And what is your position on Mayor Briley's 

Under One Roof initiative? * 
a. We need to do more incentive affordable housing be built in Nashville, maintain/increase contributions 

to the Barnes Fund, encourage development along corridors so they’re close to transit (and thus 
reduced living costs), identify Metro property that could be used for affordable housing, collect 
information for the public to utilize on where affordable housing is, etc. I’m supportive of most of the 
mayor’s plan, but we still need to do more.  

 
21. What is your position on a proposal to privatize parking enforcement in the downtown and surrounding areas? * 

a. I am opposed to the current plan. Nashville and Metro desperately need to update and modernize how 
we handle our city’s street parking, but the current plan isn’t the way to do it. We first should examine 
and determine how we can do all of the things in the plan with Metro employees. This plan (like the sale 
of DES) is the result of neglecting a key piece of infrastructure for too long, and then the years of neglect 
often necessitate a substantial change in the current way it’s handled. The current plan does too much, 
too fast, with a contract for too long, with a private company without fully determining if Metro can do 
all the things in the plan itself.  

 
22. What is your position on the future of the Nashville Fairgrounds? * 

a. My position is to invest in the Nashville Fairgrounds to preserve and improve the current uses while 
making it a better public space by adding more venues and uses as the city and neighbors want. The 
Nashville Fairgrounds will be a vital venue for all Nashvillians for decades to come because of the 
investments made in the past few years that preserve all of the current uses . I’ve gone to the state fair 
and the flea market since I was a kid, so for me it is a beloved place that I wish would have seen 
investment years ago. The current buildings were in need of significant repair or replacement. The 
property wasn’t tied to the surrounding community, and it wasn’t realizing its full potential. With the 
soccer stadium, the general improvements to the Fairgrounds infrastructure and buildings, and the 
development on the ten acres, Nashville Fairgrounds will be a great place for Nashvillians for a long 
time. The soccer stadium is largely paid for by the team and tax revenue generated at the site. Property 
taxes generated by the ten acres will be reinvested in the fairgrounds. I hope NASCAR will come back to 
the track, and I will work to make it happen so long as it fits with the rest of the property and has a 
similar financing structure to the soccer stadium. Either way, I want the racetrack to get the proper 
investment and improvements just like the rest of the fairgrounds. I think it would be an incredible and 
unique NASCAR racing venue with the surrounding development and neighborhood excitement, and I 
hope and want to make NASCAR work there. Additionally, for District 26, it will encourage invest in the 
Nolensville corridor and fits in with the exciting things that are happening there. One development in my 
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district has referenced the soccer stadium as a factor in his investment further down Nolensville, and I 
think this will happen more often.  

 
23. How could Metro better balance the needs and wants of downtown and the outlying neighborhoods? * 

a. First, leadership that will prioritize neighborhoods, which I have done the past four years. One of the 
biggest things I worked on as the Metro Council Public Works Committee Chairman was neighborhood 
traffic calming. Previously, we had a program with no funding, run by a contractor, that only resulted in 
a little paint and a couple signs put up in the neighborhood. I fought for dedicated funding for the 
program, because I knew a little bit of funding could make a huge impact on the quality of life in a 
neighborhood. That program has been revamped for 2019, and that change and the funding is bearing 
fruit. I also got funding to double the number of speed trailers to give Metro more tools to help slow 
cars down. It’s small investments like this, along with much biggest ones like sidewalks and improving 
safety at intersections, that can greatly improve neighborhoods. We need to have more investments 
and policies that help neighborhoods. Neighborhood schools need proper funding. Metro Codes needs 
more Codes inspectors and STRP enforcement staff. We need more police officers and firefighters to 
keep our neighborhoods safe. Stormwater projects need funding in neighborhoods, not just downtown. 
We need to revamp our economic incentives because some may not be needed anymore, and we need 
to prioritize development and investments that benefit neighborhoods more than downtown. We need 
more sidewalks, which would be helped by bringing the cost and time to build them, something I’ve 
worked on with the administration and Public Works for years. Also, reducing the neighborhood street 
speed limit from 30 to 25 should be studied.  

 
24. When visitors ask you, "What should I do in Nashville?" what are the top 3 things or places you recommend? * 

a. Arnold’s Meat and Three 
b. The Nashville Zoo (located in District 26!)  
c. Country Music Hall and Fame followed by the live music venue of their choice 

 
 

25. Is there anything else you would like us to know about you, your values and priorities? * 
a. The past four years, it’s been the biggest professional honor of my life to represent my neighbors on the 

Metro Council. My priority has always been to give the most service to my constituents that I can be, 
and to always listen to them. Representing my neighbors and making Metro work for them is a personal 
passion of mine. I want a second and final term on the council to continue the work I’ve done already, 
and to work on the changes necessary to make our city and neighborhoods the place we all want to call 
home.  

 
26. Will you commit to being civil in how you present yourself and the way you interact with opponents and others? 

(Our definition of civility is being a good, active, honest and respectable citizen) * 
a. Yes 


